i8o   DR. BARNARDO: PHYSICIAN, PIONEER, PROPHET
Sir John Gorst's review of the Commission's conclusions
published in 1906, is equally strong. Pointing out that by
England's Common Law every child possesses "legal rights"
to maintenance "until of age to earn its own living", Sir
John makes clear the fact that first of all this duty of
maintenance falls upon parents. But if, "through any cause
whatsoever, whether through inability, negligence or even
crime", the parent "fails to perform his duty ... the child
has a second right to maintenance by the community at
large". And "the only reason why children do not enjoy
the rights which they by law possess, is the imperfection
of the administration"—an imperfection "admitted by the
President of the Local Government Board". Having thus
defined the legal status of the destitute child, Sir John con-
tinues : "While the public authorities in the past studiously
neglected these children and robbed them of their legal
rights . . . Dr. Barnardo stepped in and endeavoured to
fulfil them. In doing this public work, for the public and on
behalf of the public, Dr. Barnardo did it in a manner which is an
object-lesson, not only to the authorities in England, but to the
whole world. I do not know that you can find anywhere a
finer series of Institutions or arrangements, for turning a
destitute wastrel of the streets into an honest, healthy man
or woman, capable of being of use in the world . . , than
Dr. Barnardo's Homes."
Such is Gorst's verdict concerning Barnardo's general
labours. But what of particular aspects of his work?
Concerning technical instruction, no man was better
qualified to pass judgment than Gorst. For many years it
had been his public duty "to visit an immense number of
technical schools, both in Great Britain and abroad"; yet
in the light of this vast experience he avowed: "For good
solid teaching, which will qualify a boy to earn his own living,
there is nothing superior to these Institutions."
But contrast this efficiency with the facts of a Poor Law
case which came under Gorst's own eyes. When'

